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COPY OF TREASURY MINUTE, 

of S9th May 1812 ; 

Containing Instructions to the Commissioners of Excise in Ireland, 
relating to the licensing of Small Stills. 



Ordered, by The Houte of Commons, to be Printed, i6 June 1819. 



Copy of a Minute of Treasury Board, May 29th 1812. 

THE Chancellor of the Exchequer stated to My Lords, That the Act of the 
52d Geo. Ill, ch. 48, intituled, “ An Act for the regulating and securing the Col- 
“ lection of the Duties on Spirits distilled from Com, malted or unmalted, in Stills 
‘‘ of and under one hundred Gallons content,” was proposed principally with a 
view of introducing Stills under License in those districts where illicit Distillation 
now prevails ; and that the charges for working the Stills to be licensed under the 
Act were calculated with reference to the habits and practice of the persons con- 
cerned in illegal Stills, in hopes that they might, as it were, be enticed to work 
under the Law, rather than continue to subject themselves to all the hazard, incon- 
venience and punishments which through the vigilance of the Board of Excise 
they are now suffering. He observed, that Stills, skilfully worked, are capable of 
doing more than this Law charges upon Stills from one hundred gallons down- 
wards there can be no doubt, and that therefore it became necessary to be ex- 
tremely cautious in the exercise of the discretion vested by the Act in the Com- 
missioners of Excise for licensing. I'he Chancellor of the Exchequer then called 
the attention of their Lordships to the expediency of explaining to the Com- 
missioners of Excise, thatingranting Licenses underthis Act, it is necessarythatcare 
should be taken to inquire very minutely into tlie character aqd circumstances of 
every stranger applying for the same, lest, instead of encouraging the natural inha- 
bitants of the districts now filled with illegal Stills, persons expert in Distillation 
might be enabled to set up Stills, with a view to defraud the Revenue by intro- 
ducing the system of quick Distillery. He remarked, that were expert Scotch 
Distillers allowed to set up small Stills in the districts alluded to, they would 
infallibly distil a very great surplus quantity of Spirits, and considerable hazard 
to the Revenue be thereby incurred ; care therefore should be taken to ascertain, 
that the Licenses are granted to persons of the country, or at least not to specu- 
lating strangers. He suggested, that one great means of avoiding what is here ap- 
prehended, would be in all cases refusing License under this Act for Stills to be 
worked by coal. Wherever coal can be procured, it is so clearly the interest of 
the Distiller to work a large Still, that proposing to work a small Still with coal, 
carries on the face of it a suspicion to defraud the Revenue. It should therefore 
be peremptory on the Commissioners of Excise, not to license any Still under this 
Act to work from coal. 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer further stated, that the Intention being to 
“ 1 ® mthout injury to large StUls, great care musf be 

taken not to license any Still under this Act in such a situation as to bring it into 
competition with a large Still. The first clear principle on this part of the subiect 
he smd .™uld be, not to hcen.e any Still under this Act in any situafion where £ 
IS a Still licensed under the general Act 1 the next, not to Ucense any Still under this 
Act m any situation within the range of the markets of any large StiU ; information 
on this point should be diligently procured by the Commissioners of Excise when 
Licenses are requested. x-xc,se wnen 

He concluded by observing, that by attending to those suggestions he hoped that 

!sf M l, ^ to the Distillersat present 

established ; and that wherever it was found that the Commissioners of Excise had 
licensed a Sull under this Act, which in any degree interfered with the Distiller at 
LmStT ’■o'iofmight be given iy wUhdrawh,gthtLk«m. 

t might happen that the Commissioners of Excise, for want of aLrate infor- 
mahon, might license a Sfill m a district which they might conceive to be proper 
It to work in, on the prmc, pies that have been stated, and yet- upon inquiiw tW 
might turn out to have been mistaken; the remedy in such case would be easy and 
might be reverted to at once under their Lordships authority, whenever the party 
a^eved makes the case clear, and My Lords agreeing entirely with the Chancellor 
of the lsXchec[uer in his view of the subject. 

’>0 transmitted to the Commissioners of 
. Excise, for the government of their conduct in this particular. 



GEORGE CAVENDISH, 

Sec’' to the Treasury. 



A true Copy. 

Vice Treasurer’s Office, 
Dublin Castle, ist June 1819. 



William 'Blacker, 

D. Vice Treasurer of Ireland. 
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